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ABSTRACTS OF MAIN ESSAYS

Life Principle and Legal Justice: Reflection on Rawlss Theory of Justice from a Long Time
He Huaihong

Looking at Rawls% theory of justice from the perspective of the long history of human civilization, we
find that the principle of life still needs to be prioritized over the principle of justice, and the legal justice
that protects life should also be considered before distributive justice. However, these aspects are relatively
weak in Rawlss theory of justice. Rawlss “original position” argument is detailed, but his value orientation
of “maximin rules” reveals in his theory of justice, especially the second principle of justice, a tendency
toward egalitarianism. Furthermore, his “reflective equilibrium ” argument can provide methodological
references for investigations of justice in larger scale and longer history. Rawlss theory of justice suits the
direction of “progress” in Western society, but today the continuation and even radicalization of “progress”
seems to be increasingly leading to social divisions. Thus, various problems related to the life principle and
legal justice have become prevalent in society. People today need all kinds of theoretical discussions on the

principles and norms of justice in the actual wide world.

Rawlss Philosophical Legacy

Yao Dazhi

In 1971, Rawlss A Theory of Justice was published. This work inspired many scholars around the world
to focus on justice and initiated a new age in political and moral philosophy. Rawls is the greatest
philosopher in our era, having made numerous important contributions to political and moral philosophy. He
articulated systematic egalitarianism, deepened the theory of liberalism, restored the original position of
contract theory within political philosophy, asserted the concept of political liberalism, established the
philosophical method of reflective equilibrium, and promoted the rise of political philosophy. However,
Rawlss thenry of justice also leaves unresolved prt)blems that we need to reflect on and resp()nd to. These
include the egalitarian ideal, the deontological moral standpoint, the different efficiency concepts; the

relationship between stability and legitimacy.

Intellectual Contributions and Meaningful References in Rawlss Construction of
a Normative Theory of Justice

Gu Su

In A Theory of Justice, Rawls applies social contract theory and natural law to carefully construct and
argue for the principles and theory of justice, thus reviving the normative political philosophy. Using ethical
and institutional constructivism, he strenuously criticizes utilitarianism, argues for institutions of justice,
and presents a classic articulation of not only the principles that safeguard citizens rights of equality and
freedom, but also the principles of dealing with social and economic differences. Starting from the
hypothetical original position where people entered into contracts and chose principles of justice by
deliberation, Rawls demonstrates the public and universal nature of justice institutions. He has established a
new field of contemporary normative political philosophy research, and has provided a broad space for

people to expound and follow justice theory and distributive systems. His theory directly connects to



